
  

 
 
 
 
 
May 24, 2013 
 
Dear Members: 
 
RE: Municipal Government Act Review Update 
 
The Municipal Government Act (MGA) enacted in 1995 was and still is a beneficial piece of 
legislation that provides municipalities with broad, enabling powers.  However since 1995 
AAMDC has received requests by way of resolutions for changes to parts of the Act that are 
either no longer applicable or require refinement. The AAMDC is pleased that the Government 
of Alberta has agreed that a review is in order. This is a prime opportunity to not only improve 
on any weaknesses in the Act but to reaffirm its strengths that have allowed municipalities to 
serve their citizens.   
 
The AAMDC is playing a significant role in this review of which this letter will explain. At this time 
the role is to ensure our members will be provided full opportunity to be engaged in what will be 
a fairly lengthy review process. At this point, we understand the MGA Review will encompass 
the following broad steps:  
 

1. Building the review process and developing consultation tools 
2. Conducting broad consultation 
3. Developing and reviewing draft policy 
4. Legislation and implementation.   

 
To assist in facilitating these steps Municipal Affairs has engaged the consultancy of KPMG as 
well as structured a department staff team around the MGA Review. Currently, Municipal Affairs 
is engaged at step 1 of the multi-year, 4 step process - Building the review process and 
developing consultation tools. 
 
As part of the process Municipal Affairs has established the MGA Review Advisory Committee 
of which I participate in as your AAMDC representative. Also on the committee are senior staff 
representatives from the AUMA, LGAA, ARMAA, City of Calgary, City of Edmonton, and the 
Alberta Chambers of Commerce.  The committee’s current role is to assist Municipal Affairs to 
establish a fair and accessible process for engaging municipalities and citizens and, to ensure a 
variety of tools are available to allow people to have both public and private means to articulate 
their views. The committee as such is not discussing or creating policy — only process. The 
policy discussions for options for legislation changes will occur much later - after the 
consultation stage. Subject to seeing an updated timeline I anticipate the Developing and 
reviewing draft policy step of the process to occur sometime in 2014. 
 
Although I am the representative for the AAMDC on the advisory committee I will be updating 
and using the AAMDC board for review of all items discussed at the committee level. As well the 
AAMDC Advocacy Staff team will be fully engaged making the MGA Review at priority as it 
progresses through its 4 steps. Therefore please be assured that your board will be engaged in 



   

providing input to represent your needs. As well they will be encouraging your input throughout 
the process. 
 
With respect to the mechanics of the MGA Review you may recall that Municipal Affairs has 
structured the MGA Act review as a three-part review focusing on reviewing the legislation 
under the broad categories of Governance, Taxation and Assessment, and Planning and 
Development. The first category to be discussed at the committee level starting in June is the 
Governance category with the discussion broken into the following sub-categories: 
 
 provincial powers 
 municipal powers 
 municipal structures 
 municipal governance 
 municipal administration 
 municipal finance 
 liability and risk management 
 

 service provision 
 controlled corporations 
 regional service commissions 
 compliance and accountability 
 special areas and improvement 

districts 
 
 

For each of these sub-category topics Municipal Affairs has directed the advisory committee to 
review confidential, draft discussion questions. The Ministry wants to know if their proposed 
questions address the appropriate issues, are presented objectively and would result in effective 
stakeholder engagement. In turn, this will result in a variety of public consultation mechanisms.  
 
At the upcoming June advisory committee meeting we expect Municipal Affairs to present its 
final stakeholder engagement strategy for the MGA Review. What we know at this point is that 
consultations are currently projected to begin after the 2013 municipal election.  However, there 
may be an opportunity to engage existing elected officials prior to that in an effort to capture 
their knowledge and experience.  
 
As the AAMDC representative on the MGA Advisory Committee my plan is to send a monthly 
email communication to the members to ensure you are up-to-date on the review process, the 
AAMDC’s role and how your resources are best utilized at each step.  In preparation for the 
consultation process, we encourage members to identify not only your issues but also the 
components of the MGA that are working well and should be retained. This will ensure your 
municipality can be fully prepared at the time when your input is needed. We will additionally 
bring these issues forward for policy discussion along with other direction accumulated through 
your resolutions and our research reports at the consultation and drafting of legislation stages. 
 
In conclusion this review of the MGA will be important and timely work for this foundational 
legislation for municipalities. I along with the AAMDC Board and staff look forward to working 
with you as we support each other in advancing the needs of rural Alberta through the review. I 
encourage you to read our weekly Contact newsletter for MGA Review news and look for my 
future monthly email communication specific to the MGA review process that I will be sending 
directly to our Reeves and Mayors, and CAO’s. As always, I’m available to discuss any 
questions or concerns you have.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Gerald Rhodes, CLGM, MBA, CAE 
Executive Director 


